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When it was finished, M. le Due d'Orl&ns said he was very	.
sorry for this necessity, but that justice must be done to the	f
peers as well as to the princes of the blood: then turning to	\
the keeper of the Seals asked him for his opinion.	\
This latter spake briefly and well; but was like a dog run-	I
ning over hot ashes.    He declared for the Declaration.    His	!
Royal Highness then called upon M. le Due for his opinion. It
was short, but nervous, and polite to the peers. M. le Prince
de Conti the same. Then the Regent asked me my opinion. I
made, contrary to my custom, a profound inclination, but with-	[
out rising, and said, that having the honour to find myself the
eldest of the peers of the Council, I offered to his Royal High-
ness my very humble thanks and those of all the peers of
France, for the justice so ardently desired,—and touching so
closely our dignity and our persons,—that he had resolved to	i
render us; that I begged him to be persuaded of our gratitude,
and to count upon our utmost attachment to his person for an
act of equity so longed for, and so complete; that in this sin-
cere expression of our sentiments consisted all our opinion,
because, being pleaders, we could not be judges also. I termi-
nated these few words with a profound inclination, without
rising, imitated by the Due de la Force at the same moment;	*
all the rest of the Council briefly gave their opinions, approv-
ing what the majority of them evidently did not approve at all.
I had tried to modulate my voice, so that it should be just	j
heard and no more, preferring to be indistinct rather than speak
too loudly; and confined all my person to express as much as
possible, gravity, modesty, and simple gratitude. M. le Due
maliciously made signs to me in smiling, that I had spoken
well. But I kept my seriousness, and turned round to examine	i
all the rest.	*
It would be impossible to describe the aspect of the company.
Nothing was seen but people, oppressed with surprise that
overwhelmed them, meditative, agitated, some irritated, some
but ill at ease, like La Force and Quiche, who freely admitted	;
so to me.	:
The opinions taken almost as soon as demanded, M. le Due

